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Tifqifseöt!Nfttbhf 
Greetings in Christ! 
 

Whatôs happening in your life during the month of August?  Whatôs filling 
up your time?  
 

The month is not filled with any recognizable holidays or celebrations like; New 
Yearôs Day in January, Valentineôs Day in February, Easter in March or April, 
Motherôs Day in May, Fatherôs Day in June, Independence Day in July, Labor 

Day in September, Reformation Day in October, Thanksgiving Day in November and Christmas in 
December.  Regarding holidays . . . itôs pretty boring. 
 

Moreover, there is a lull in activity in our community and our church.  We are entering into what    
Major League baseball players call, ñThe Dog Days of August.ò  Itôs a time when it really gets hot and 
humid in Florida . . . A time when our winter residents are gone ï and our year-round members have 
also headed North . . .  A time when chances for hurricanes increase . . . A time when our local 
school district begins classes ï August 8

th
 (thatôs just too early) . . . A time when everything slows 

down appreciatively.  
 

Our lives are sometimes like that.  Not every day, week or month is as exciting as the others, but 
each offer us time and opportunity for growth and service.  As Godôs children, and stewards of all 
His blessings, we are called to look for opportunities to make the most of time ï because time 
is an important gift from God.  
 

This summer we will provide a time of spiritual growth ï a way for our members to stay in The Word, 
with a four-week Bible study based on the book, ñGod always has a Plan B . . . .ò  We will meet 
each Tuesday in August from 6:30 ï 8:00pm and have lively discussion on topics such as, ñGod 
always has a Plan B . . . . For Turning Setbacks into Victory . . . For Solving Lifeôs Puzzles . . . For 
Giving Temptation The Cold Shoulder . . . and more. We will apply these topics to our lives today 
and connect with Godôs direction through His Word. 
 

Then, at the end of the month, everyone is invited to go to the Charlotte Stone Crabs baseball game.  
Invite your friends to join us on Tuesday, August 30

th
 at 6:30pm.  It is also Senior Night ï with each 

senior receiving a free hotdog, soda pop, and chips with their $9 paid admission. In addition, your 
ticket will also include the Stone Crabs new white baseball hat and . . . we will have Faith Lutheran 
ï Punta Gorda recognized during the game.   
 

Godôs Old Testament people sometimes grumbled about getting the Sabbaths over so they could 
get back to selling wheat, skimping the measure, boosting the price and cheating with dishonest 
scalesé(Amos 8:5).  Rather than observing the Sabbath as a day of rest, reflection, and worship, 
they saw it as a wasted day. 



Qsftjefouöt!Dpsofs  

Dear Faithful Members of Faith Lutheran Church, 
 

Almost all of our members know by now that the painting of ñThe Last      

Supperò is displayed on the back wall of Zalman Fellowship Hall.  What you 

may not know is that sixteen different local artists from the Punta Gorda Visu-

al Arts Center spent over five months working on this painting, copying from 

ñThe Last Supperò painted by Leonardo Da Vinci.  This facsimile of the     

original measures over 14 feet wide and over 7 feet tall, which is approxi-

mately half the size of the original.   
 

 The original covers an end wall of the dining hall at the monastery of Santa Maria delle Grazie in 

Milan, Italy.  The painting was commissioned by Ludovico Sforza to be the centerpiece of the hall, 

and Da Vinci began work on the painting in 1495 and completed it in 1498.  The Last Supper     

specifically portrays the reaction given by each apostle when Jesus said one of them would betray 

him.  All twelve apostles have different reactions to the news, with various degrees of anger and 

shock.  The apostles are identified from a manuscript discovered with their names in the 19th      

century. 
 

From left to right are:  Bartholomew, 
James, son of Alphaeus, and Andrew 
form a group of three, all are               
surprised.  Judas Iscariot, Peter, and 
John form another group of three.  Judas 
is wearing green and blue and is in      
shadow, looking rather withdrawn and 
taken aback by the sudden revelation of 
his plan. He is clutching a small bag,   
perhaps signifying the silver given to him 
as payment to betray Jesus, or perhaps 
a reference to his role within the 12     
disciples as treasurer.  He is also tipping 
over the saltshaker. This may be related to the near-Eastern expression to "betray the salt"     
meaning to betray one's Master. He is the only person to have his elbow on the table and his head 
is also horizontally the lowest of anyone in the painting. Peter looks angry and is holding a knife 
pointed away from Christ, perhaps foreshadowing his violent reaction in Gethsemane during Jesus'   

My hope is that we wonôt grumble about (or avoid) this summertime opportunity to grow in Godôs 
Word.  I pray that we will continue to strive to manage all of life, and lifeôs resources (including our 
time, money, relationships, abilities, care of our bodies and creation, sharing the Gospel of salvation 
in Jesus, and so much more) for Godôs purposes . . . and to His glory. 
 

As we enter August, may we be reminded that we are Godôs stewards 365 days a year . . . and that 
we are blessed to live freely and joyfully as His stewards in August . . . as well as the other eleven 
months of the year! 
 

In Christ, 

Pastor  



  

Xboefsjoh!Fejupsöt!Opuf!(from Marengo, IL)   

For days following our arrival to Marengo in May, we had so much rain we   

worried about mold in the closets. Now there is a concern that we may be  

heading for a drought! Between the too much rain and drought, there is the   

average. God is not average: everything with God is total and He wants us    

totally.  How is your commitment to God? I strive to give Him my total          

commitment, but often I am average or even less. We are blessed at Faith to have so many people 

who are faithful in carrying out the work of the church even when most of us are on vacation. Read 

in this issue all the things that have been accomplished and what is being planned.  Some      

members and friends are on vacation and will not return until fall, yet things get done. Technology 

such as e-mail keeps many connected and now Faith is on Facebook! Thanks be to God for His 

faithfulness. 

Naomi Weslock  

Editor 

PS: After I finished writing this, we had plenty of rain. 

 

Arrest. The youngest apostle, John, appears to swoon.  On Jesusô left Thomas, James the Greater, 

and Philip are the next group of three.  Thomas is clearly upset; James the Greater looks stunned, 

with his arms in the air. Meanwhile, Philip appears to be requesting some explanation.  Matthew, 

Jude Thaddeus, and Simon the Zealot are the final group of three.  Both Jude Thaddeus and      

Matthew are turned toward Simon, perhaps to find out if he has any answer to their initial questions. 
 

The magnificent painting that we have in our Fellowship Hall was originally given to us for the month 

of June in memory of Dorothy Roppel.  We have had such fantastic response to this painting not  

only from our members, but also from literally dozens of people from our community.  Your B.O.D. 

decided that we would try to raise additional monies ($200.00) per month and determine if we could 

keep it for additional months.  Through much co-operation from the Visual Arts Center and the    

members of our congregation, we were able to rent it from now, until the end of October.  At that 

time, the Visual Arts Center is going to give this magnificent painting to one of the churches that   

participated.  We can only pray that we are selected for its permanent home; we think it belongs 

here. 

                                                                                                                                                                                              May the Lord bless you and keep you, 

Larry Berkel  

President  



 SPOT LIGHT ON  Nathanael Bartholomew, the Guileless One  
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ñWe have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.ò  Nathanael said to him, ñCan anything 
good come out of Nazareth?ò Philip said to him, ñCome and see.ò Jesus saw Nathanael coming   

toward him and said of him, ñBehold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!ò  
(John 1:45-47) 

 

The name Bartholomew occurs in every list of the twelve apostles in Matthew, Mark, Luke and Acts. 
Only John refers to him as Nathanael. Some scholars agree that both are the same because Philip 
is mentioned in connection with both names. They suggest that they were friends before meeting 
Jesus. Both were scholars, and Nathanael Bartholomew was highly regarded in Hebrew circles as a 
leader in Scripture study.  ñPhilip found Nathanael and said to him, óWe have found him of whom 
Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.ôò  
At first Nathanael doubted in what Philip told him by asking, ñCan anything good come out of      
Nazareth?ò  but he immediately followed to see Jesus. As he was still approaching Jesus said of 
him, ñBehold, an Israelite indeed, in whom there is no deceit!ò  Jesus did not intend to say that     
Nathanael was without sin, but that he was a person of high integrity, sincerity and commitment to 
God. (1) 

Legends about Nathanael Bartholomew after the Lordôs ascension are numerous. He 
is reported to have preached in India, Phrygia and Armenia. He was martyred by   
being flayed with a knife, crucified head down and beheaded. His shield displays 
three flaying knives.(2) 
 

According to the church calendar August 24 is the day set aside to remember this 
faithful disciple of Jesus. 
  

(1) Information from ñTwelve Who Followed: The Story of Jesus and His First Disciplesò by Harry N. Huxhold and        
(2)Wikipedia. 

Board of Missions 
                                      Cell Phone Recycling 

 
The Board of Missions has started to collect cell phones that are no longer being used.   
These will be sent to a recycling place that pays money for them and then phone cards 
will be purchased and sent to our Military men and women.  After you have deleted all of 

the information on the phone, please put it in the box in the narthex and we will recycle it.   
Thanks and may God Bless you!   

Carol Leasure  

 Chairperson 

Board of Education 
Mark these dates on your calendar 

 

Pat Walther has scheduled a  "Lunch and Learn" event for November 8, 2011. The topic will be 
ñSecurity for House of Worship". More information will be given at a later date. 
  
Naomi Weslock is planning a Women's Breakfast, ñWho Am I Lord?ò  for March 3, 2012.  She is still 
looking for volunteers to be on the steering committee. You can call her at 630-947-4309 or email: 
wanderingweslocks@netzero.com. 

 
 Cheryl Kampa  

Chairperson 



Education Board  

Board of Fellowship 

The Beach Party on June 26 at the Riverwood Beach Club in Englewood started out with iffy 
weather as people drove through rain to get to the glorious weather at the beach.  The water was 
VERY rough, like the ocean, and three individuals lost their prescription glasses in the water; never 
to be seen again.  Food abounded at the beach including many salads and, of course, desserts 
were consumed!  Burgers and hot dogs were grilled by experienced grillers and no one            
complained!  A WONDERFUL time was had by all.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save the date    
On  Sunday, October 30  there will be a Welcome Back Pot Luck directly after service.  

All are welcome and there is no charge. �� 

Beach Goers chasing the umbrellas as they blew         

in the wind.  
BBQ men cooking burgers and dogs. 

Filling the plates at the food line.  One of the many tables at the picnic.  

Lenore Conenello  

Chairperson  


