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I am the good shepherd 



 

Greetings in Christ! 

 

The four Sundays in February are in the Epiphany season of the Church Year calendar.  Epiphany is a word that means 

ñshowing forthò or ñmanifesting.ò  The Epiphany season began January 6th with the visit of the Wise Men and it contin-

ues with; Jesusô baptism in the Jordan River, the calling of His first disciples, and the good news shared with His Ser-

mon on the Mount. In our February Gospel readings, we see Jesus teaching that we are the light in our spiritually 

dark world!   
 

Through us, Godôs Spirit gives others evidence of our new birth as Christians - as we love even our enemies and seek 

first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness.  Our lives are renewed and Christ shines from within as we live in 

this ñEpiphany Experience.ò  Thatôs what Christian stewardship is all about!   

 

Wise Christian stewards manage all of life and lifeôs resources . . . for Godôs purposes and do it freely and joyfully!  
We practice the kind of stewardship which is pleasing to our Lord when we give freely of;   

1) Our time to serve . . .   

In ways that truly bless our mission at Faith to, ñEmpower All People to Know Jesus Christ!ò 

2) Our talents and skills . . .  

To help our church prosper and make life more fulfilling for those around us! 

3)  Our financial resources . . .  

To support the work of the church in nurturing believers and inviting others to know Jesus. 

 

Many people view Christian stewardship as something that we have to do (a command) in order to be true followers of 

Jesus.  That simply is not true!   

 

Real Christian stewardship is the privilege of offering all that we are and have to make a difference in this world 

of spiritual darkness.  Just as Jesus came on that first Christmas to bring light to a darkened world, so we are called to 

follow His example.   

 

So, will we . . . Follow in His footsteps perfectly . . . Use all that we are and have in truly unselfish ways . . . Be willing 

to make sacrifices so the mission of Christôs church on earth may prosper . . . And become a spiritual home for many 

more redeemed people?    No, of course not!  As sinners, we will fall short of the glory of God.   

But, hereôs the good news . . . in Christ:  

¶ God has declared us to be saints (because our sins and shortcomings have been forgiven) 

¶ The Holy Spirit encourages and empowers us to let our lights shine so that people will see our good deeds and 

praise our Father in heaven!  

 

Only with Godôs help we will be able to make a difference.  The bottom line for Christian stewards is to hear and strive 

to obey our Lordôs words when he taught:  ñSeek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these 

things [material blessings] will be given to you as well.  Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 

will worry about itself.ò  (Matthew 6:33-34 NIV) 

 

May God bless your stewardship response throughout the coming year! 

 

In Christ, 

 

Pastor  

 



PRESIDENTôS 

CORNER  

 

 Happy New Year to all you Faithful Members of Faith Lutheran Church, I sincerely wish each an every 

one of you a 2011 filled with Health, Happiness, and the Lords Blessings. 

 First off, I would like to personally thank Ron Norsell for the last 5 years of serving Faith Lutheran 

Church as itôs President, along with Marcia Berkel, Director of Social Ministry, and Virginia Kadansky, Direc-

tor of Education.  We will miss them on the Board of Directors, however, the new Board of Directors that you 

elected in November promises to be a very exciting alternative for the Congregation of Faith Lutheran 

Church.   

 At our first Board of Directors meeting on January 11
th
, your new Board of Directors set some very am-

bitious targets for this New Year of 2011. 

 Our Theme for this year is, ñThe Year of Outreachò. 

 This Theme is consistent with our Mission and Vision Statement of:    ñEmpowering All People To Know 

Jesus Christò. 

 The Tone of your Board, that we plan to radiate through the entire Congregation, comes from Mathew 

19:26,  ñWith God All Things Are Possibleò. 

 In the coming months you are going to see a lot of activity coming from your new Board.  Positive, Pro-

Active, and Enlightening things that will be consistent with the Theme, Tone, and Mission & Vision State-

ment.  We are all very excited in doing the work of Our Lord, and we hope and pray that you will be too.  In 

the coming months we will be identifying the Talents and Time that we all posses, and calling on everyone to 

apply that Talent and Time to serving Jesus Christ and the work of Faith Lutheran Church. 

 May God Richly Bless All of You, and provide you with the opportunity to give those blessings back to 

The Lord. 

 Larry Berkel, President 
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