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Tifqifseöt!Nfttbhf 
Lee Greenwood is probably best known for his patriotic song ñGod Bless the USA.ò  
Among the lyrics of this song are these two verses: 
 

ñAnd Iôm proud to be an American where at least I know Iôm free 
And I wonôt forget the men who died who gave that right to me. 

 

And I gladly stand up next to you and defend her still today 
óCause there ainôt no doubt I love this land God bless the USA.ò 

 

Around July 4th this song will likely be heard many times because it gives credit and thanks to those soldiers 
who have given their all to preserve our freedom as citizens of the United States of America.  ñFreed to liveò 
might well be the words that describe our lives as American citizens. 
 

As Christians we are blessed even more than living in a free country.  Because of the sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
on the cross we have been redeemed to live as His free and joyous people.  That freedom from sin, death 
and the devil is not something to be taken for granted.  The cost for that freedom is way too high to become 
nonchalant or indifferent about it.  As Godôs redeemed stewards, in cooperation with and encouragement from 
fellow redeemed stewards, we freely and joyfully manage all of life and lifeôs resources for Godôs purposes.  
Two verses from one of our popular hymns say it so well: 
 

ñTake my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

Take my love, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all, for Thee.ò 

 

So, as we celebrate our nationôs freedom and independence we can do so with joy while always remembering 
that freedom is not free and brings with it responsibility to stand up as Americans and Christians to help move 
our country to higher moral ground.  May we on this July 4th keep close in our hearts the words of this great 
Christian hymn: 
 

ñGod bless our native land!  Firm may she always stand through storm and night!  
When the wild tempests rave, Ruler of wind and wave,  
Do Thou our country save by Thy great might. 

 

For her our prayer shall rise to God above the skies; on Him we wait. 
Thou who art ever nigh, guiding with watchful eye, 
To Thee aloud we cry, God save the State!ò 

 

When we stand up for Jesus, and for our country, we remember that standing up lifts our whole beingðmind, 
body, spirit, time, talents and, yes, also our pocketbooksðso that in all circumstances we can be  maturing 
stewards who do the right things for the right reasons and strive for excellence in all we do!ò 
 

God bless us all this 4th of July . . . and always!                                                                                  Pastor  
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Dear Faithful Members of Faith Lutheran Church, 
 

What really makes my heart sing is what is happening at our church this  

summer.  Both  ñMenôs Only Bible Classò and  ñWomenôs Only Bible Classò 

geared to your specific gender have started up . This is another first here at 

Faith, thanks to Pastor Narring.  The church sign out front now has electricity 

running to it for the first time since 1975, and the sign has just been          

completely refurbished with new landscaping added.  The Zalman Fellowship 

Hall has been professionally deep cleaned from top to  bottom, including all the adjacent rooms, the 

bathrooms, and the kitchen. The entire Hall looks brand new. Wow, talk about a  worthwhile project! 

 

It got me thinking about where we are, and where we have come from.  Remember in the Bible 

when the Israelites wondered in the desert for 40 years? Did you know that Faith Lutheran was   

started almost 40 years ago? It is amazing when you think about how Our Lord has led this         

congregation from its humble beginnings, to the wonderful House of God it is today.  Here is a little 

history: 
 

* In 1972 Faith Lutheran Church began as a mission church worshipping in the board room of the 

County Board Of  Education with a handful of souls.  We started growing so fast we soon had to 

move to the Punta Gorda Junior High School.  The Reverend David Lieske who was the regional 

pastor was the Shepherd for Punta Gorda.  

* In 1974 construction began on the first church building. 

* In 1976 Reverend Carl Geist was installed as pastor of Faith Lutheran Church. There were 62 

Charter members. 

* In 1978 the narthex and Sunday school rooms were dedicated. 

* In 1980 Faith became a self-supporting parish. 

* In 1988 Reverend Paul Zalman was installed as pastor of Faith. 

* In May of 1996 our current sanctuary was dedicated and in September of the same year Pastor 

Zalman was called to our Saviorôs side at age 46. 

* In 1997 Reverend Barr Chittick was installed as pastor of Faith. 

* From 1999 to 2003 Faith purchased the property on Palm Drive and the property west of the 

church.  

* On Friday, August 13, 2004 Hurricane Charley damaged the sanctuary and destroyed the      

fellowship hall. 

* In February 2008 the new Zalman Fellowship hall was dedicated. 

* In 2010 the Reverend Dana Narring was installed as the pastor of Faith. 
 

Today we stand together with extreme optimism in our future here at Faith Lutheran Church with 

300 members (including associate members), and growing steadily.  The Lord has truly blessed us. 

Larry L. Berkel   

President 
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ñI baptize youéò With these words Chaplain William J. Reiss baptized my      

sisters, Grace (5) and Ruth (4)  and me (6) at the Camp Crawford Chapel,      

Sapporo, Japan on March 28, 1948. He was instrumental in convincing the   

Mission Board to send the first LCMS missionaries to Japan. He did all this 

above and beyond his duty as chaplain for the Armed Forces. 

 Today our Ministry to the Armed Forces has 215 military chaplains serving 

around the world.  During the last 10 years our military men and women have been serving in Iraq 

and Afghanistan, our LCMS chaplains have accompanied these warriors.  The Ministry to the 

Armed forces provides critical support, training, encouragement, and resources to those who serve 

Christ in the military, the Veterans Administration, and the Federal Bureau of Prisons. Your      

prayers, support and gifts are absolutely crucial.  

Read the Board of Missions report to see how you can help right here at Faith. 

Through Sew Much Comfort, a nonprofit organization which adapts clothing for wounded soldiers, I 

sew adaptive lounge pants. Each month over 1200 pieces of clothing are sent to hospitals in the 

US, Germany, Iraq and Afghanistan. For more information go to www.sewmuchcomfort.org. 

Naomi Weslock  

Editor 

Terry , Editor of the Editor                                                                

SPOT LIGHT ON THE COPE FAMILY 

      
When Dave and Shelly Cope moved to Florida about 15 years ago, 
Cody was only five months old, David 2 İ, Mike 6 and Trey 8 years 
old.  The family visited Faith and decided ñthis was their church!ò  
Theyôve been members ever since, all are actively involved, and Dave 
is an Elder.  Fifteen years ago the community was quite different. 
There were younger families, so the church was more oriented toward 
activities for the younger members such as the youth group, Sunday 
school, plays, games, etc. This all ended with Hurricane Charlie as 

many of the younger members lost their homes and moved away 
 

Dave has a company called Six Côs  General Services and Complete Landscaping (6 Côs standing 
for the family), and Shelly is a third grade teacher at East Elementary.  Trey has served in the 
Coast Guard and is now attending Tampa College. Michael went to Fire School and is now an EMT 
and licensed landscaper.  David will be attending Palm Beach Atlantic University, and Cody is a 
junior in high school.  Michaelôs son Evan, their grandson, is 2 İ yrs. 
 

The Copes came to Florida from the Eastern shore of Maryland where Dave had a farm and a   
towing business.  His brother who lived in Florida had a landscaping business, and kept after Dave 
to move here with his family.  Dave didnôt make a decision right away but he and Shelly thought a 
new start in Florida might be a good idea for their sonsô futures what with better schools, athletic 
programs and other opportunities.   
  



Education Board  

Davidôs father was a Quaker and his mom a Lutheran.  They were not in an area where they could 
go to church every Sunday, but his dad would have the family sit outside every Sunday afternoon for 
one hour and meditate, such as at a Quaker meeting. When he was in high school, due to an        
unfortunate circumstance that led his parents to divorce, he was sent to live with a fine Christian 
family where he received a strong Christian upbringing that influenced his life.   
 

David enlisted in the army and after a battery of tests was a candidate for officersô school, which he 
finished and was commissioned as a 2

nd
 Lieutenant.  He became a Liaison officer of the US 25

TH
 

Infantry Division and South Viet Nam regiment.  As an S-3 Air Officer he coordinated air support, 
and became a Captain after Viet Nam.  At Ft. Devins in Massachusetts he served as a trainer in the 
Northeast area. 
 

Dave has always felt that the Lord used him to help other people, and the night before a mission he 
would ask the Lord to give him leadership ability and guidance to bring his men to safety.  He wasnôt 
praying for himself so much as to enable him to lead his men to safety.  He would get his platoon 
together to pray and would tell his men ñI believe God has a plan for all of you and we need to trust 
in him and each other as a team so that our mission can be accomplished.  If you donôt pray - ok - 
Iôm praying for all of you.ò  Dave always felt that whether you had Buddhist or Christian beliefs it did 
not matter as much as that you believed. 
 

One particular incident happened on a muddy, wet rice paddy where his gunner was hit in the chest.  
Dave grabbed the gun and pulled him out of the water to a dike. He was bandaged in the field (with 
firing and warfare all around), but somehow survived.  It was heart-warming to hear from this soldier 
and family at a later time with thanks for his still being with them. 
 

Shelly went back to teaching when Cody was in Kindergarten, and due to the hiring freeze in    
Charlotte County she ended up teaching in Desoto County for four years.  This was a rather poverty-
stricken area, and more so due to the number of migrant workers.  She would take clothes to the 
families, help them out, and furnish cereal and other food to the children in the classroom since 
some were so hungry they could not study and learn.  She would talk to the parents, thus            
ministering in a different way.  Witnessing is not necessarily quoting from the Bible, but how you can 
help people.  When the Cope boys were in school, they would pray before games, not to win but 
asking God to help them do their very best. 
 

God has a hand in our lives.  Because Dave and Shelly are so thankful to God for the successes He 
has brought them, they try to give back however they can.  There are many ways for all of us to  
minister and witness during our lives.  The power of prayer is there for us all.  Not everyone has 
been raised in a Christian environment and they donôt know the Lord.  We can all try to open the 
door for them and steer these people in a different direction.     

Kay Oetting  
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