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Lee Greenwood is probably best known. dor hi
Among the |yrics of this song are these t wgc
AnAnd | &m proud to be an American wher
And | wondt forget the men who died w
And | gladly stand up next to you an
6Cause there ainét no doubt 1 | ove th
Around'omiy dong will |l i kely be heard many times bec
who have given their all to preserve our freedom as
mi ght wel |l be the words that describe our |lives as A
As Christians we are blessed even more than | iving i
on the cross we have been redeemed to |live as His fr
and the devil is not something to be taken for grant
nonchalant or indifferent about it. As Godds redeem
fellow redeemed stewards, we freely and joyfully man
Two verses from one of our popular hymns say it so w
ARTake my |life and | et it be consecrated,
Take my moments and my days; | et them fl ow
Take my | ove, my Lord, I pour at Thy feet
Take mysel f, and | wi | | be ever, onl vy,
So, as we celebrate our nationds freedom and indepen
that freedom is not free and brings with it responsi
our 0 to higher mor a'l'k egerpo ucnido.s e Many ower ohne atrhtiss t
Chr ti hy mn
bl ess our native | and! Firm may she al wa
When the wild tempests rave, Rul er of Wi
Do Thou our country save by Thy great
her our prayer shall rise to God above
Thou who art ever nigh, guiding with wa
To Thee aloud we cry, God save the Stosg

and for our countdnmi,nadve
0 atnhat yies , alall soi romau mp o age ¢
hings for the right reaso

When we stand wup for J
body, spirit, ti me, t a
stewards who do the ri

God bl ess 'Ubsf alul yt h.i s. and al ways! Pastor
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. |Dear Fait hf ul Member s of Faith Luthera

'What really makes my heart sing is wha
ASLHnmer. Bot h AMenbés Only Bible CIlass

_g" algeared to your speci f iTchigse nidse ra nhoatvhee rs tf
Faith, thanks to Pastor Narri ngl ectlTriec
running to it for the first time since
completely refurbished with new | andsc

Hal | has been professionally deep cleaned from t

bat hrooms, and the kitchen. The entire Hal/l | 00Kk

It got me thinking about where we are, and wher €

when the I sraelites wondered in the desert for 4

started al most 40 years ago? It is amazing when

congregation from its humble beginnings, to the
history:

*I'n 1972 Faith Lutheran Church began as a missi
County Board Of Education with a handful of s
move to the Punta Gorda Junior High School . T
pastor was the Shepherd for Punta Gorda.

*I'n 1974 construction began on the first church

*I'n 1976 Reverend Carl Geist was installed as p
Charter members.

*I'n 1978 the narthex and Sunday school rooms we

*I'n 1980 Faiths beprarmei rag sppedrfi sh.

* I n 1988 Reverend Paul Zal man was installed as

* I n May of 1996 our current sanctuary was dedic
Zal man was called to our Saviorbés side at age

*I'n 1997 Reverend Barr Chittick was installed a

*“'From 1999 to 2003 Faith purchased the property
church.

* On Friday, August 13, 2004 Hurricane Charley d
fell owship hall

* I n February 2008 the new Zal man Fell owship hal

* I n 2010 the Reverend Dana Narring was installe

Today we stand together with extreme optimism in
300 members (including associate members), and ¢

Larry L. Berkel
Presider

Matthew 19:26_" hings Are Possible.”
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Al baptize youéo With these words Chapl e
sisters, Grace (5) and Ruth (4) and me
YSapporo, Japan on March 28, 1948. He wa s
Mi ssion Board to send the first LCMS mi s
above and beyond his duty as chaplain fc

Today our Ministry to the Armed Forces |

around the worl d. During the | ast 10 years our

and Afghanistan, our LCMS chaplains have accompa
Armed forces provides critical support, training
Christ in the military, the Veterans Administrat
prayers, support and gifts are absolutely cruci a

Read the Board of Missions report to see how you

Through Sew Much Comfort, a nonprofit organizat.
sew adaptive |l ounge pants. Each month over 1200
us, Ger many, Il raq and Afghanistan. For more info

Naomi Weslock
Editor
Terry, Editor of the

SPOT LIGHT ON THE COPE FAMILY

When Dave and Shelly Cope moved to F
Cody was only five months ol d, Davi c
ol d. The family visited Faith and ¢
Theyodove been members ever since, all/l
i s an El der Fifteen years ago the
There were younger families, so the
lactivities for the younger members s
school, plays, games, etc. This al
many of the younger members |l ost their homes and
Dave has a company called Six C0s General Servi
for the family), and Shelly is a third grade tea
Coast Guard and is now attending Tampa Coll ege.
and |icensed | andscaper. David wil/ be attendin
junior in high school . Mi chael 6s son Evan, thei
The Copes came to Florida from the Eastern shore
towing business. Hi s brother who |l ived in FIl ori
to move here with his family. Dave didndot make
new start in Florida might be a good idea for th
programs and other opportunities.
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s father was a Quaker and his mom a Luther
church every Sunday, but his dad would hav
ur and meditate, such as at a Quaker meet:i
unate circumstance that | ed his parents to
where he received a strong Christian upbr
enlisted in the army and after a battery o
ed and was éhmmius einamed asleab2came a'"Liais
ry Division and Souf3h AViretOf Namemre dhiememtor di
came a Captain after Viet Nam. At Ft . Dev
ast area.
as always felt that the Lord used him to h
ask the Lord to give him | eadership abilit
g for himself so much as to enable him to
er to pray and would tell his men #fl belie
and each other as a team so that owuork mi ss
aying for all of you.o Dave always felt t
tter as much as that you believed.
rticular incident happened on a muddy, wet
rabbed the gun and pulled him out of the w
and warfare all around)wa rbmitn gs othoe hhoewa rs ufrrvc
mily at a | ater time with thanks for his s
went back to teaching when Cody was in Ki
tte County she ended up teaching in Desoto
en area, and more so due to the number of
es, help them out, and furnish cereal and
ere so hungry they could not study e a
ering in a different way. w.PJP‘é%‘éqﬂ?@pHs n
eopl e When the Cope boys were in school,
God to help them do their very best
s a hand in our I|ives. Because Dave and S
ought them, they try to give back however
er and witness during our | ives. The powe
aised in a Christian environment and they
or them and steer these people in a differ
Kay Oetting
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