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Tifqifseöt!Nfttbhf 

He is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed, Alleluia! Easter is not about brightly colored eggs, 
chocolate bunnies, wearing pastels, or enjoying a big meal, although it could include 
any or all of these. We all understand that Easter is about the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ! 

For some, Easter can  be a wonderful day surrounded by family and friends.        

However, for others, Easter is a reminder of a loved one who has died and is now        
desperately missed. 

Death seems so cruel, so harsh, and so final. That is what the disciples were feeling 
when they saw their Lord (whom they had left everything to follow) hanging on the 

cross. They were devastated. Death had crushed them. If only they would have revisited their memories, they would 
have recalled an important event and statement Jesus had made. 

They would have remembered Jesus standing at the tomb of his close friend Lazarus and remembered that Jesus did 
something completely unexpected: He wept (see John 11:35). Jesus wept, because He knew that death was not part 
of God's original plan. Humanity was not meant to grow old, to suffer with disease, or to die. However, because of the 
sin of Adam and Eve, sin entered the human race and death followed with it and is now part of all creation.  Jesus 
wept, because it broke His heart. 

Standing there at Lazarus' tomb, Jesus also delivered these hope-filled words: "Jesus said to her, óI am the             
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live.ô " (John 11:25). Death is not the 
end. And, the resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, proves it!   

Through faith in Jesus Christ, Easter means that we will live forever in the presence of God. Easter brings hope to the 
person who has been devastated by death and it transforms us through the Spirit of God who, through Holy Baptism, 
is alive and at work in our hearts and minds ï providing comfort and hope for all of our days.  May God bless you with 
His joy and perfect peace as you live in the shadow of the cross of Jesus, our risen Savior, Lord, and King! 

 

In Christ, 

Pastor Narring  

Hymns of  praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 

Unto Christ, our heavônly king, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 

Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

LSB 457 vs 2 



Qsftjefouöt!Dpsofs 

Wow, here we are in May already, and most of our winter residents have headed 
north for the summer.  We pray that they will all have a safe journey, a wonderful 
summer, and a safe return to us in the fall.  We will miss them greatly, and we 
will keep them in our prayers. 

Here at Faith Lutheran Church, life will continue in a very positive manner,    
keeping our focus on growing the number of our faithful members, caring for the 
sick and injured, and getting the true Word of God to our community and 

world.  The wonderful message of salvation through Jesus Christ is something that all of us must 
continue to spread.  Every saved soul is a victory over Satan and the sin that he represents. 

 When using a measuring stick to see how we at Faith have done in recent years, I have to stand in 
awe. We continue paying our church and fellowship hall mortgage on time every month.  We have 
added 44 new members since Pastor Narring has been at our church.  Our choir and Glee Club 
have grown not only in numbers, but in the messages that they sing.  Our fellowship events are well 
attended and very popular, ie:  Pig Roast, Spaghetti Dinner, Christmas Dinner, Easter Breakfast, 
Eldersô Breakfasts, Lions Club Breakfasts, Advent and Lenten Soup Suppers, the Pictorial Directo-
ry, and many more wonderful happenings. 

 Do you realize how our Saturday Night Worship Service has been growing and thriving, and the  
attendance on Sunday services have increased?  The Advent and Lenten midweek services have 
thrived as well.  We have had great response to our Bible Study Groups, at home, in the sanctuary 
and the fellowship hall.  Our educational offerings have taken off better than we could have          
imagined, with VBS, Challenge to Islam Study, 9/11 and the Christian Seminars,  Our connection 
with the community has soared with the Habitat Apostle Build, the Salvation Army Food Bank and 
Bell Ringers, the Health Fair, the American Red Cross Blood Drive, the Amigo en Christo migrant 
workers program, and the community use of our fellowship hall to name a few.. 

 With Pastor Narring at the helm, visits to shut-ins, calls on the sick and injured in hospitals, nursing 
homes, and assisted living and rehab facilities are at an all time high.  Pastor Narring has  also 
served as the Circuit Zone Counselor, he has conducted Evangelism and Stewardship workshops, 
and was instrumental in our Mission and Vision Planning.  Plus, isn't it wonderful that he is backed 
up by very active and progressive groups like the LWML Ladies Guild, the Ladies Quilters group, an 
engaged group of Elders, the Board of Directors, the welcome center, greeters, ushers, readers, 
and church members volunteering in mass to help however they can. 

Just look at the painting of our Church and Fellowship Hall, the parking lot lights, the lot clearing, 
the landscaping, the upkeep and ongoing maintenance of our properties, our church, and our      
fellowship hall.  Yes, my friends the Lord has truly blessed us here at Faith Lutheran Church, and I 
have only mentioned a few of the wonderful things that we are doing in the Lord's service here at 
Faith.  If you aren't involved in something here, you need to step up and get involved, the Lordôs 
work needs you,. 

Can you imagine where God is going to lead this congregation in the next 12 to 18 months?  I am 
excited with the possibilities, and I pray that you are too.  Remember, Matthew 19:26, "With God all 
things are possible". 

 May God bless you all, 

Larry Berkel  

President 



  

Xboefsjoh!Fejupsöt!Opuf!(from Yuma, AZ) 

The word of the month was ñfaithò.  My husband, Terry, and I had been studying 

the book of Hebrews. The author of Hebrews encourages his readers to stay 

strong in the faith as they struggle with worldly temptations, false teachings,    

persecutions, etc. Chapter 11 lists forefathers who were faithful:  ñBy faith        

Noah...by faith Abraham...by faith Moseséò and the list continues. In March I  

began reading Faith of My Fathers by John McCain. The first section begins with 

a hymn I have not sung in years: Faith of our fathers, living still,/ In spite of dungeon, fire and 

sword;/ O how our hearts beat high with joy/ Whenever we hear that glorious word!/ Faith of our   

fathers, holy faith!/ We will be true to thee till death. (Frederick William Faber) Then Pat  Walther 

emailed me and asked if I would be interested in being the editor of Faithôs monthly newsletter. My 

first reaction was, ñI havenôt been at Faith since last spring. I have been out of the loop. I have never 

done this. Who will help me?ò Since then words of encouragements have been sent, many have 

stepped in with information, photos, etc. Terry promised to assist me. So it is with faith I take on this 

challenging endeavor.                                                                                       Naomi Weslock 

wanderingweslock@netzero.com    630-947-4309 

SPOT LIGHT ON  Tish Pannozzo: Choir and Glee Club Director 
 

ñAre you sure they want an Irish Catholic extrovert?ò   That was Tishôs first  reaction 
when she received a call from Carol Nielson in early December asking whether 
sheôd be interested in helping at Faith Lutheran as Choir Director.  Carol suggested 
that she just come by and talk with the Pastor and Elders.  Tish thought, ñWhy 
not?ò   A meeting was arranged, they liked what they saw, and she was asked to 
take the position as choir and Glee Club Director.  She agreed at least to get them 
through Christmas - now Easter is at the door - so something must be working! 

 

Tish credits God for the gifts that have been given to her.  She started singing during elementary 
school, played the piano and sang the Latin Masses at church.  Her profession was actually nursing, 
but her passion was music.  She shared her musical talent with patients at the hospital, and        
gradually a full-time nursing career evolved into a full time music career in the Diocese of Venice, 
Florida.  
 

Tish and her husband, Dominick, and son, David, live in Punta Gorda Isles.  Dominick is an MSW 
working full time at Riverside Behavioral Center in Punta Gorda.  Our prayers are with her family as 
their son has advanced renal disease and has been on a waiting list for two years for a kidney  
transplant.  He has dialysis three times per week, and still manages to work at Home Depot as a 
cashier. 
 

We are truly blessed to have Tish Pannozzo as our choir and Glee Club director.   She belongs to 
the parish of Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Punta Gorda, and was their music director for six 
years.  She thoroughly believes in ecumenism, promoting unity among Christians and Jews, consid-
ering how beliefs among Christians in various denominations are so similar.  Our Jewish brothers 
and sisters are deeply imbedded in The Old Testament.  Tish has found Faith Lutheran to be a won-
derful faith-filled and welcoming community which she is glad to be a part of.                      Kay Oetting 

 Pastor's note:  "I am pleased to have Tish be a very important part of our staff at Faith!  Tish and I work together to select music that 

compliments our readings (or theme of each Lord's day) while reflecting sound Lutheran doctrine and teachings.  We thank God for; 
her abilities, the overall support of our choirs, and for her Christian love and concern as she encourages and provides wonderful music 

with which to praise our Triune God; Father, Son, and Holy Spirit!"                                                                       Pastor Narring 



Education Board 
Vacation Bible School on March 14 at our church was a great success.  We had 13 
children from our community attend.  The day was packed with lots of singing, Bible 
stories, crafts, games, snacks and lunch.  All the children said they had a great time 
and loved the music.  We look forward to offering other activities for the youth of our 
community in the future!   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                
                Singing with Pastor Narring 
  
 
 
 
The in-home Bible study groups are winding down now.  I have received many positive comments 
from our members regarding their participation in one of the groups. 
  
Pastor Narring will be hosting a continuing education workshop for circuit pastors on May 23 and 
24.   Prof. Jeffery H. Pulse, STM, professor at Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, IN will 
be the presenter of ñNo More óPeek-a-Boo Jesus.ôò Flyers  and registration forms will be available 
at church regarding the speaker and the topic.  Members of the congregation may also attend.   
Contact Cheryl Kampa for additional information cheryl645522@yahoo.com or 239-994-6455. 

  Cheryl Kanpa 

Board of Missions 
Our goal this year is to inform all of you so that when you are in need, you can call on 
us.  Many of you know that we serve food for funerals, get the Red Cross bus here,    
collect and deliver the food for the Salvation Army each month, organize the Bell     
Ringers, and visit shut-ins just to name a few.  The one area of this board that you may 
not be aware of is that we have health advocates who are willing to go to doctor          
appointments with you if you have no one to aid you. We will bring food in for a few days 

after you return home from the hospital if you are not able to cook for yourself, go to the grocery 
store and/or drug store for you if you are not able, or will drive you there if necessary.  If you lose a 
spouse and you donôt know how to balance a checkbook, pay a bill or cook a meal, we are willing to 
come over a few times to help you get started.  Maybe you just want us to call on you to keep you 
company for a short time and pray with you.  All of this is on a short term basis but should help you 
to get back on your feet. This only names a few things that the members of this board are willing to 
do for you.  So, if you are in need, please give me a call and I will make sure that your needs are 
met to the best of our ability.  

Carol Leasure   

941-916-0050 

 Happy Busy Bee volunteers 

http://webmaila.netzero.net/webmail/new/5?userinfo=842d679dd6eec029aff168829fc96c4b&count=1302278076&randid=1573716395


Faith Ladies Guild 

Marilyn Carpenter who represents Back-Packs for Kidz spoke 
to us about the large number of children in Charlotte County 
who are hungry on the weekend. The YaYa Girls are presently 
covering the two Punta Gorda elementary schools with week-

end food in backpacks for children who are on the free-breakfast-and-lunch 
program. They plan to expand that to 4 schools in the fall. She happily    
accepted our donation with the help of Thrivent. 

Margaret Andrews President, Faith's LWML, presented a check for $500 from the Ladies 
Guild Fashion Show and Thrivent for Lutherans to Marilyn  Carpenter, Director of The 
YaYa Girls, Inc.   

  

Habitat For Humanity Apostles Build House 

 

 

Our Apostles Build House was dedicated on Tuesday, April 19th. We are very proud that Faith had 
thirty seven volunteers willing to work on this house. Because there were twelve churches involved, 
we did not get much time assigned to us to work on the house. We appreciate and want to thank all 
of the volunteers whether they got to work or not.                                                      Ralph & Doris Hinze 

Great food prepared by members of 
Faith and enjoyed by Faith workers 
during the construction.�� 

Owner and mother of Habitat Home 

Marilyn Carpenter representing  Back-Packs for Kidz receiving  checks for $500.00 
from the Ladies Guild Fashion Show and Thrivent for Lutherans 

Representatives of 9 churches that worked 

together on Apostle Build Home�� 

Prayers by Pastor Narring at 

"Doorway" of Dedicated 

Home 

Home owners of the Apostle 
Build Habitat Home 

http://www.ucs.louisiana.edu/~cmo1440/Habitat_for_Humanity_Logo_2005.jpg

