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Greetings in Christ! 
 

Just a quick note to touch-base with everyone and share with you 
blessing from our gracious and merciful Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  
  
There are so many wonderful things that continue to go on here at 
Faith.  I hope that you will take the time to thoroughly read about the 
various Bible studies, events, programs, dinners, and happenings in 
our regular weekend worship bulletin . . . as well as check back on our 
website (youôll find our latest newsletter there) . . . and please join our 
Facebook page so you can easily discover what's happening in the life 

of the people at Faith.  Be ñIn the Knowò and stay integrated into the fabric, and covered in the 
warmth, of our church family! 
  

For our Snowbirds who have arrived, "Welcome Home!"  We have much catching-up to do with 
you.  Let my administrative assistant, Carol, know that you've returned, and update any of your   
personal information as well. Come by for a coffee or schedule a time to meet with me.  I'd love to 
know how you're doing. 
  

For our Vacationers/ Residents, "Welcome Home" as well!  We are glad you are home with us.  
Stop in and share how you spent your summer. Weôve experienced a good, but very warm sum-
mer . . . shared time together in Worship ï including the wedding of John and Lois Arens, and the 
memorial service of Harold Gossett.   Weôve studied Godôs Word ï including, ñGod Always Has a 
Plan B.ò  Moreover, with Godôs help, we have maintained a high-level of Stewardship with our time, 
talents, and treasures. We welcome back all who were away, and invite you to join with us as we 
praise God ï ñEmpowering All People to Know Jesus Christ!ò   
  
If you are not receiving this newsletter by email, please share your email address with my assistant, 
Carol. 
 

If you are not a member, we hope that you will find our fellowship and love for Jesus a place 
where you will feel "Welcomed Home."  Let us know how we may help meet your needs in the days 
and weeks ahead. 
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Dear Faithful Members of Faith Lutheran Church, 

Fall is in the air and even here in Florida things are finally starting to cool down, 

and the humidity is dropping.  What a blessing God has given us with all the 

changes of seasons throughout the world.  It is such a wonderful time to be in 

our great country, and to be a ñChristianò.  It made me start thinking, ñWhat 

does it mean to be a Christian?ò Well, of course, the easy answer is that a 

Christian has accepted Jesus Christ as his own personal Savior.  

   

As Christians we all know that we have been blessed, but have you really 

thought about how to be a blessing?  How do you become a blessing not only 

to your family, your friends, your community, but also your church?  God has called all of us to use our time, 

our talent, and our treasure to fulfill His Word, and our charge to ñEmpower All People to Know Jesus Christò.   
 

I know how many of you feel, because I have felt the same way.  We are getting older, Iôve done my part, 

and I just want to stay in the background.  Let others take a turn, Iôm too busy, and what have I got to offer 

anyway?  My friends, I have been there. About one year ago this month Pastor Narring asked me if I would 

consider running for Church President.   No way, Jose, I canôt do that, I donôt want to be a leader, I will stay in 

the background, and help others if they need my help.  Yet, I prayed and prayed about it, and here I am one 

year later.  For me it has been a wonderful experience and you have forgiven most of my shortcomings, and 

God has led me.  Now we are going to be electing new church officers in the next two weeks. We need you 

to step up and, with the help of God, use your time and talents to bless our church. 
 

The Board of Directors needs to fill 2 positions:  Vice President and Director of Fellowship, both are two-year 

terms.  The Church Secretary and the Director of the Board of Trusteeôs also have their terms up, but both 

Jackie Saeger, and Steve Meyer have agreed to run for a new term. 
 

The Board of Elders needs 2 positions filled to replace 2 of our current elders who have served for many 

years, and both are two-year terms.  Five other elders also have their terms up, but they have agreed to run 

for another term. 
 

The Ladies Guild also has several leadership positions open, they are:  Vice President, Program Chairman, 

and Publicity Chairman - all two-year terms.  Donôt forget, all ladies can be members of the guild, and they do 

wonderful work for our church. 
 

Both the Choir and the Menôs Glee Club need more voices, even if you donôt think you can sing, come and 

see how Tish Pannozzo (Choir Director) and Hugh MacDowell (Director Menôs Glee Club) can use what God 

has given you. 
 

The Altar Guild is always looking for new people to help, and we certainly need help with the Board of Direc-

tor Committeeôs, especially Trusteeôs Committee and Fellowshipôs Committee. 

Finally, please make every effort to attend our Thanksgiving Service (with communion around the 
rail) on Wednesday, November 23

rd
, at 6:30 p.m., as well as the first of four Advent Services 

which begin November 30
th
  ï services at 4:30 and 6:30 ï with a Lite supper beginning at 5p.m.), 

as we prepare our hearts and minds for the coming of our Savior, Lord, and King ï Jesus!  
 

Godôs blessings to you! 
 

 Pastor Narring  



Xboefsjoh!Fejupsöt!Opuf!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!At Punta Gorda!                                                          
What inspires you to do what you thought you cannot do? For Moses it was God 

speaking to him in the burning bush. For Saul it was God striking him down on 

the road to Damascus. Sometimes it takes a dramatic event, but for most of us it 

is our daily encounter with God through reading the Bible, prayers, the Word, 

worship and the Sacrament. Read about how Larry Berkel almost did not take 

the position as president of the congregation. Read what recently gave John 

Washburn a burning desire to serve the Lord more effectively. What will be your ñcallò to be active 

in faith at Faith? Read about all the ways you can serve actively in the coming months. And there 

are many! 

Terry and I are HERE!  Most of our wanderings will be to Faith. We are looking forward to serving 

our Lord in many ways.  

 Naomi Weslock  

Editor 

 

Wonôt you please pray about these things and see where God can use you as a blessing? You wonôt regret 

it, and you will get 100% support from the B.O.D. to help you in anyway you need. 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, 

Larry Berkel  

President 

Weekly Bible Studies/Devotions 

Sunday ï 8:15 to 9:00 AM ïA Longer Look at the Lessons ï Pastor Narring applies that dayôs 

scripture readings to support our lives in Christ today!   

Monday ï 7:30 to 7:55 AM ï Morning Devotions ï Start your week with God, and join Pastor 

Narring in the sanctuary as he leads us with a hymn, meditation, readings, and prayers. 

Thursday ï 10:30 to 11:30 AM ï Have you ever heard of ñThe Disciplesô Prayerò? What did    

Jesus really say about ñevilò? Pastor Clydeôs Bible class will continue the ñSermon on the Mountò 

with reference to prayer.  

Special Worship Services 

October 30: Reformation Sunday  

 

November 13: LWML Sunday 

 

November 30: 4:30 and 6:30 P.M. Wednesday Advent Service (Lite supper at 5:00) 

http://images.mylot.com/userImages/images/postphotos/2406819.png
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SPOT LIGHT ON  Carol Nielsen 
 

November is the time of Thanksgiving, and we are thankful for many 

things. Faith Lutheran is especially thankful for our church Administrative 

Assistant, Carol Nielsen. She is the one who holds everything together, 

and is our point of contact. 
 

Carol is originally from Philadelphia, and her husband Chris is a retired 

Navy Officer. They traveled a great deal and lived in various states      

including Michigan, North Carolina, and Virginia.  Eight years ago they 

landed in Punta Gorda (before Charlie) and it was eight years ago Carol 

became church secretary while Pastor Chittick was pastor.  
 

Carol and her husband live in Punta Gorda Isles, and she has two step-sons - Chris, who is         

currently serving in the Army in the Middle East at Qatar, and Hans, who is an accountant in        

Atlanta.  Carol and Chris are members of Sacred Heart Parish. 
 

No one has any idea of how hectic the job can be. She can come in Monday morning and find that 

there is a memorial service scheduled for that afternoon, which no one knew about on Friday.  

Keeping track of the church calendar and Pastor Narringôs calendar is no easy task, and she needs 

to know everything that is going on. Carol has to be able to change gears pretty fast - as one never 

knows what might happen next. One moment can be happy and exciting, say a wedding, and the 

next moment can be sadness on the news of hospice for a member who has become very ill. 
 

The bulletin alone is a lot of work as itôs like putting together a puzzle. She works with various fonts, 

moves things around, and finally gets the right format with everything fitting in. Carol wishes to     

remind everyone ñBulletin deadline is Monday noon!  Please remember that!ò The bulletin must 

be put together the beginning of the week. 
 

After ñCharlieò the church office was moved into a trailer for 3 İ years. It was so small and cramped, 

and cold in the winter. Besides the office, it was the meeting place for various groups. What a great 

day when our beautiful Zalman Hall was completed. Carol felt like she was moving into a castle!  

The office was state-of-the-art and so large. The whole building and what it contained was          

phenomenal.  She was a very happy camper. 
 

Carol loves animals, and at this point has a number of cats (wouldnôt tell me how many but           

explained how smart cats are). They have a beloved large Bull Mastiff named ñHoochò now     

weighing in at 117 pounds.  He is loveable, friendly and sweet - a real ñGentle Giant.ò   
 

They like to visit family in Philadelphia when possible. Carol loves to read, does some crafts         

including cross stitch and painting. 
 

She is very happy with her job at Faith, and we, of course, are very happy to have her. 

 

   Kathryn Oetting   



Board of Stewardship 
Donôt pass up on a free pizza lunch and brownies for dessert!  Come on Tuesday, November 8 
at 11:30 for Stewardship and Education Boardsô ñLunch and Learnò presentation by the Charlotte 
County Sheriffôs Office.  Their presentation will include church security and other safety issues. 
There will be a question and answer session following the presentation, so bring your questions and 
concerns. There is no charge for this but we would like you to sign up so that we have an accurate 
count for lunch. 

Pat Walther  

Chairperson 

Board of Fellowship 

On  Sunday, October 30  there will be a Welcome Back Pot Luck directly after service.  
All are welcome and there is no charge. Look for a sign up sheet in the narthex to indicate what you will 
bring. The entree will be provided by Fellowship.  

Lenore Conelle  

Chairperson   

Board of Evangelism 

On September 28-30, Pastor Narring, Carol Leasure and I attended the 2011 Presidentôs         

Convocation. It was held at the Hilton Daytona Beach Resort. I estimated over 600 people          

attended this Florida-Georgia District event. The letters EPIC flashed across the screen standing 

for ñEquipping People in Christò which was this yearôs theme. The District President, Reverend 

Gregory S. Walton, gave the welcome address. He gave the lineup of speakers including: Dr. John 

Maxwell, a motivational speaker; former Synodical President Reverend Dr. Gerald Kieschnick and 

his wife, Terri, ñSharing a Life of Ministryò; Dr. Dina Vendetti, ñLeadership in the Classroom.ò  My 

personal favorite was called ñConversations of Graceò given by Doug Kallesen. Discussions       

included how do we let our light shine? How do we enter into conversations about Jesus? Discover 

what the joy of your salvation is and how to share it and how urgent it is to give witness now.  

John Washburn  

Chairperson 

 

Plan now to attend the Votersô Meeting on November 13   

right after the worship service.  

Fʺʶl˛˦˔nʐ ˁɯʍ ʣᴉˏʞÙʟ ɵɫeˢ˔nʐ ʽɳeaɽʍ j˛˔ʘ uʟ f˛ʞ ˉʘ Ap˞ɼeˌiaˢi˛ʘ Bˠˤnʫʑ f˛ʞ ˛ˤʞ 

f˛ˠɵˏʞ ˛rgˉ˚isʠ, L˔ndɽˏʦ Enɮʮʶɧʍᴍ. Wʍ ˏnc˛ˤraɮʍ y˛ʢ tʙ ˦ˠiɾʍ ʆ cˉrʋ ˛ʞ ʘᴉʍ ᴗ 

ˉp˞ɼeˌiaˢi˛ʘ f˛ʞ L˔ndɽˏʦ. Tɯˏʦ ˦ʳʶʕ ɧʍ ˒˔ʁˏʘ tʙ ɯˏʞ aʠ ˁɯʍ ˋˠˤnʫʑ.  

Si˒ʘ ˤʜ ˔ʘ ˁɯʍ nʆᴌɯˏʥ iʏ y˛ʢ ʽlˉʘ tʙ ʆᴝˏnʋ. 



!ƳƛƎƻǎ Ŝƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻ 

¢ƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ōƻŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ƳƛƎƻǎ Ŝƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƻ      

aƛƎǊŀƴǘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƎƛƊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ      

ƴŀǊǘƘŜȄΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǎǘŜǊ ōƻŀǊŘ ŀ 

ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŦƻǊ 

ǿƘƻƳ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƎƛƊΦ ! ƭƛǎǘ ƻŦ ƎƛƊ 

ƛǘŜƳǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎƛƊǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мн-мо ŀƴŘ 

bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мф-нл  tƭŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǎǝŎ ōŀƎ 

ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƎƛǾŜƴΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƛƊΣ ǘƘŜ 

ƘŜŀǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƎŜƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ŀƴŘΣ ȅƻǳǊ 

ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘΦ {ƛƴŎŜ ¢ƘǊƛǾŜƴǘ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ƛǎ ƳŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ 

ŦǳƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ 

ŀ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ ƛƴ ŜŀŎƘ ōŀƎΦ  

!ƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ          

[ŀǳǊŀ aŜȅŜǊ фпм-тсс-мосрΦ 

Faith Ladies Guild  

The Fall LWML Zone Rally will be held at 

Lakeside Lutheran Church in Venice on        

October 29, 2011. Please contact Margaret   

Andrews (941-637-0630) if you are interested in 

attending the rally. 

 LWML Sunday is Nov 13, 2012. 

The  program for the November 16 meeting is 
"Stillwater House" a transition home for     
homeless young adults. Devotion will be led by 
Gail Clarkson; Hostesses are Laura Meyer and 
Gail Clarkson.       

Margaret  Andrews  

President 

The annual COOKIE WALK will be          
December 3. We are looking for cookie  

bakers and or candy 
makers. Special or un-
usual cookies make 
for good sales. 
( Brownies and   choc-
olate chips do not sell 

all that well.) 
Let your friends and neighbors know about 
this special Christmas COOKIE WALK !! 
The sale hours will be from 9 am to 12 noon 
in Zalman Hall. Items can be brought to  
Zalman Hall Dec. 2. Proceeds will go to  
purchase items for the chancel and       
beautification of Faith Lutheran Church. For 
more information contact Beverlee Winslow 
941-637-7680. 
There was a notice in the paper that the price of 

sugar is going up due to weather conditions 

where it is grown. Looking ahead to the   

holidays you may want to buy sugar early 

for baking for the Cookie walk. 

Welcome Back Picnic 

As you can see in the pictures the ladies did not 

meet at Ponce De Leon Park for the picnic on 

October 19. It was too wet after several days of 

rain. The comfort of Zalman 

Hall was much appreciated. 

Margaret Andrews led the 

first meeting for the 2011-

12 

season. Many activities 

are being planned to   

benefit the community, 

Kevin (adopted child in 

Kenya), and at home. Pastor Narring led singing 

and devotion on how God nurtures us. 

 

 


