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Being A Lutheran . . . What does this mean? 

As we celebrate the Reformation this month, let‟s look at this question in relation to one of the     
symbols of the Holy Christian Church, as we‟ve learned from Luther's Small Catechism:  

1. The Ten Commandments    

2. The Creed                  

3.  The Lord's Prayer   

4. The Sacrament of Holy Baptism   

5. Confession/Absolution (The Keys)   

6. The Sacrament of the Altar  

 

When was the last time you had an opportunity to look at Luther‟s Small Catechism?  Next time you 
are in church, take a peek in our hymnal . . . the short version can be found in front of the hymns.     

The Catechism contains the basic teachings of Holy Scripture through which we can better under-
stand what it means to be Lutheran.  As Lutherans, we believe, teach, and confess that . . . we are 
saved by Christ's grace alone, through faith alone, which is made known in God's Word alone.    
These are known by the Latin terms of Lutheran theology (and in many works of Lutheran literature, 
artistry, and architecture) – "Sola Gracia, Sola Fide, and Sola Scriptura."  

If we truly do believe what we practice . . . and practice what we believe . . . then, everything that 
happens at Faith – from Sunday worship services, to Bible studies, to newsletter articles and     
stewardship programs, and even to funerals and weddings . . . all of it should be based upon what 
God has done for us in Christ – rather than what we think or feel we should be doing for Him . . . or 
with each other.  

Through this belief and practice, we – at Faith – are directed to embrace our Mission Statement – To 
empower all people to know Jesus Christ! As Lutherans, we are encouraged to continue to study 
what the Bible and our Lutheran Confessions teach.  In doing so, we will be protected from the wiles 
of the devil, the ways of the world, and the whims of our flesh (which certainly can weaken faith and 
lead us away from Christ). Embracing Christ, we are encouraged to “Open the Book” and, are       
enabled to "be faithful, even unto death" and receive "the crown of life" from our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  
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Dear Faithful Members of Faith Lutheran Church, 

As I stated in my last newsletter, the month of August was a      
difficult one for my wife and me.  Just like many of you, things 
seem to happen that we don‟t anticipate, and in fact, it seems like 
when they start, they almost seem never ending.  My roommate in 
the hospital asked me, “How can you remain so upbeat, and not 
complain?”  He witnessed me praying and thanking God for my 
many blessings, and he just didn‟t understand where I get my  
spiritual strength.  I told him that my spiritual strength is renewed 
every time I attend a worship service or Bible study.  He promptly 

told me that you don‟t have to go to church to be a Christian, so what is the purpose of going 
on a regular basis.   

He told me that a friend of his went to church for 30 years and told him that in all that time he 
had heard some 16,000 sermons and couldn‟t remember a single one of them.  So, why go 
to church, wasting your time and frankly the pastors are wasting theirs by giving any sermons 
at all, since no one remembers them anyway?  

I told him that I had been married for 48 years and probably had somewhere in the neighbor-
hood of some 50,000 meals, but to tell you the truth I really can‟t remember the menu of any 
one of them.  However, those meals nourished me, and gave me the strength I needed to do 
my work, raise my children, and have a meaningful life.  If I had not had those meals, I would 
be physically dead today from starvation.  It really is the same thing with going to church and 
attending Bible studies, because they provide me with spiritual strength to do the Lord‟s 
work, nourish God‟s children, and make my life really meaningful.  If it were not for receiving 
this nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today. 

When you are DOWN to nothing, God is UP to something.  Faith helps you to see the        
invisible, believe the incredible, and receive the eternal salvation that Jesus Christ is so    
willing to give us free of charge.  Thank God for our physical and our spiritual nourishment!  
When Satan comes knocking at your door, you are enabled to simply say, “Jesus, could you 
get that for me?” 

Just imagine, how would you have gotten through all the trials and tribulations that we all 
have experienced in life if it wasn‟t for Jesus giving us the physical and spiritual strength to 
endure.  Could you have done it?   I know that I could never have done it without Jesus  
holding me up.  Think about this necessary nourishment the next time you go to church to 
hear God‟s word. 

        May the Lord bless you and keep you, 

Larry L. Berkel  

President 

May this month of October bring us additional opportunities to . . . grow as believers in Christ; in our 
understanding of what God has done for us in Christ; and, in what our response to God‟s blessings 
will be throughout our days and years to come. 

God bless you richly during this Reformation month! 

In Christ, 

Pastor  
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When I read this title, “Are you going GLOCA?” I thought Pastor James Rockey 
of Amazing Grace Lutheran Church, Oxford, FL had a typo in his newsletter 
message. His explanation is: “The term „glocal‟ is a melding of two words, 
„global‟ and „local.‟ It is a term that springs forth from the mission of the Church 
of Jesus Christ – that the Lord Himself has sent each and every one of us     
saying, „But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth‟ (Acts 1).”  

For us at Faith it means going beyond the walls and doors of the church and reaching out to the 
community of Punta Gorda, into other communities near by and even across the seas. Read how 
the Evangelism board is reaching out to the communities in Punta Gorda, how the efforts of the 
Mission Board reach soldiers serving in Iraq and Afghanistan with your generous support. The 
Evangelism Board will soon be reaching out to the children and parents right here through Vaca-
tion Bible School. And where will the children you witness to take the Word of God? How can you 
be active in faith at Faith? Will you be going GLOCA? Will you be a witness here in Punta Gorda 
and beyond? 

Naomi Weslock  

SPOT LIGHT ON  St. Michael and All Angels 
 
“The celebration of St. Michael and All Angels reminds us of how the  Lord      
delivered us from the lying accusations of Satan. It shows us that the battle 
against Satan and his evil angels is not won by power, might, strength or 
numbers, but, as Martin Luther‟s great reformation hymn „A Mighty Fortress‟ 
confesses, „One little word can fell him.‟ That one little word is Jesus and the 
forgiveness He gives us. ...For the protection of the holy angels we can and 
should thank our Lord as we pray daily, „Let your holy angel be with me, that 
the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.‟”* 
 

The day dedicated to celebrate St. Michael and All Angels is September 29. 
 
*Quoted from  “St. Michael and All Angels” by Albert B. Collver, „Lutheran Witness”          
September 2011. Read the article for more in-depth study on this subject. 
 

Naomi Weslock  



Board of Stewardship 
Do you leave your purse in your unlocked car while you attend church because you are “at church”? 
Is the church wasting its money when the parking lot and surrounding area are lit up when it is dark? 
Have you attended a meeting after dark? How many Lutheran ushers does it take to put the offering 
in the safe? Or how many Lutheran money counters are needed to count the offering each week? 
These and many more questions will be answered and, other topics you have not even thought of, 
will be brought to your attention on November 8 at 11:30 at Faith‟s “Lunch and Learn.” The topic will 
be “Church Security”. Stewardship and Education boards will be sponsoring this event. Pizza and 
brownies will be provided.  

 

Pat Walther  

Chairperson 

Board of Education 
 
Vacation Bible School dates have been set!!! Put the dates on your calendar:  Monday, October 
17 and Monday, October 24. This year the format will be somewhat different.  The program will be 
offered in the evening - 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.  We will begin with a "light supper" - pizza one evening 
and hot dogs the last evening.  After the light supper, the children will then go into their VBS and the 
parents will be invited to attend a Bible study with Pastor Narring.  The theme this year is "BIG  
JUNGLE ADVENTURE - A Faith Journey with Jesus".   Contact Joyce Jandola, Jeana Kukuk and 
Cheryl Kampa to find out how you can sign up to help.  

The Saturday after the two VBS sessions a "Trunk or Treat" activity will be held at the church right 
after the service on Saturday, October 29.  We will be inviting the children who participated in VBS 
to sing in the Saturday evening service and then go to "Trunk or Treat"!  Many churches have done 
the Trunk or Treat and had great success.  We will be looking for members (or friends of members) 
who would like to volunteer to  bring their cars/vans to the church, decorate the trunk and hand out 
treats.  We are considering ordering "treat bags" to hand out to the first 100 kids that will have the 
Faith Lutheran Church logo imprinted on it.   

Cheryl Kampa  

Chairperson 

Board of Fellowship 

Save the date   
On  Sunday, October 30  there will be a Welcome Back Pot Luck directly after service.  

All are welcome and there is no charge. Look for a sign up sheet in the narthex   
to indicate what you will bring. The entree will be provided by Fellowship.  

 

Lenore Conelle  

Chairperson   



Board of Missions 

August was a rather quiet month but we still collected and delivered food for the 
Salvation Army, a box of supplies was sent to our Military in Iraq, and we have 
turned in approximately 100 cell phones to be recycled with the money to be given 
to our Military for phone cards.   God continues to bless us! 

¢ƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘΦ !ƊŜǊ ŘŜƭŜǝƴƎ 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƭƭ ǇƘƻƴŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ōƻȄ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǊǘƘŜȄΦ  

 

 

Carol Leasure  

 Chairperson 

 

Evangelism Board 

Wʮlc˛ɵʍ tʙ Pˤntʆ G˛rdʆ 

Targeting new homeowners locally has always been a priority, and the Evangelism board is 

quite excited about this venture. Welcome Wagon provides a brochure with coupons and 

advertising to all new residents purchasing homes in Punta Gorda. They will reach 900 new 

families per year in our area. We will be the only church included in the brochure.  

Chairperson 

John Washburn  

 

Faith Ladies Guild  

 

Our first meeting will be a welcome back picnic on October 19th at Ponce De Leon 

Park pavilion.  Bring a bag lunch and meet at the park at 10:00. The board will provide 

drinks and dessert. Devotions and the program will start the welcome back picnic.  

The Fall LWML Zone Rally will be held at Lakeside Lutheran Church in Venice on Oc-

tober 29, 2011. More information will in the Sunday bulletin. Please contact Margaret Andrews (941

-637-0630) if you are interested in attending the rally. 

Coming soon: LWML Sunday. Date to be determined soon. 

Margaret  Andrewss  

President 



Birthday blessings  

Justine Lynch 10/1 

Jamie Luce  10/2 

Joyce Metz  10/4 

Barbara Johnson 10/7 

George Doeren 10/8 

Ralph Hinze  10/14 

Lindsey Herdez 10/15 

 

Rob Kirkus  10/16 

Linda Nicholas 10/17 

Kristen Jandola 10/19 

Kathy Kuchta  10/19 

Simone Clark 10/20 

Charles Holt  10/20 

Dorothy Heimnick 10/22 

 

Luella Young  10/23 

Elfrieda Wuerz 10/26 

Sherrie Marks 10/28 

Diane Regan  10/30 

John Wuerz  10/30 

Ruth Aylesworth 10/31 

 

Happy anniversary  

Phil and Ro Miller    10/12 

Ted and Nancy Vernon  10/22 

Dick and Luella Young  10/23 

 

Bob and Marge Bartelson   10/27 

George and Sherrie Marks   10/29 

 

Martin Lutherõs Seal/Coat of Arms 

Luther summarized his faith using a simple design. 

 

 

 

Luther begins with the 

black cross on which our 

Lord died for our sin.            

The rings remind us that 

heaven is endless. The 

gold is a precious metal 

but more precious is the 

bliss of  heaven. 

The red heart represents our 

faith in Christ who was      

crucified to save us. It brings 

us forgiveness of sin, joy, 

comfort and peace. 

The white Messianic rose   

symbolizes  the joy in the Spirit 

and the promise and beginning 

of heavenly joy to come. 



 
Thank You!!! 

We give thanks to  faithful 

folders, Suzanna Thompson 

and Bob and Jean Schlueter for 

their two years of dedicated   

service  on Fridays               

folding the bulletins.   

Carol still needs helpers to fill the spot. It 
takes about an hour each week.                
Call Carol during office hours. 

Sing unto the Lord a 
new song  

Our first choir practice of the season 
will be ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅΣ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ нуǘƘ 

ŀǘ с ta. 

 Tish Pannozzo,  our Choir Director, 
welcomes all of our previous group, 
as well as, all who would like to sing 

praises to our God. 

The European Reformation Trip 

CŀƛǘƘ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ tŀǎǘƻǊ 5ŀƴŀ bŀǊǊƛƴƎ invite you to share in the wonders of     
Martin Luther and the "European Reformation" of Germany departing 16 April 2012 from 
Ft. Myers International Airport and returning 27 April 2012. The total package price is 
$3519 per person based upon double occupancy. This figure includes full breakfast buffet, 
7 three course dinners, 4 star hotels or better and round trip air. A special discount for   
payment in full by 23 September 2011 of $229 is available (terms and conditions do apply). 
Optional insurance is strongly recommended at $295. Reservations held with a $500        
deposit. For further information and to reserve your spot call Toucan Travel at                   
941-347-7119, toll free 877-761-8248; or Mike Decker at 941-979-6245.   

tƭŜŀǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻŶŎŜΦ 

View weekly announcements and calendar at: www.faithlutheranpg.com 

The church‟s office email address is:  faithadmin88@embarqmail.com 

Church office hours are 9am-1pm Monday-Friday 

Deadline for November newsletter is October 18. 

Please e-mail all announcements, articles and photos to 

wanderingweslocks@netzero.com 

Editor will reserve the right to proofread and edit all articles for the monthly newsletter. 

 

http://www.faithlutheranpg.com
mailto:faithadmin88@embarqmail.com

